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Six years later, however, the State of Tennessee returned

him to the United States Senate. It was an interesting
scene, when Johnson re-entered the chamber where he had
last appeared to meet the charges of impeachment. The
temper of the country had now changed; the tragedy of
Congressional reconstruction had been played to its ugly
end, and it seemed as if Johnson might regain his lost
prestige at the expense of the Republican administration.
But in the summer of that same year he died of a stroke.

In the course of the years, the Supreme Court has held
that Johnson was within his rights in all his important vetoes,
and that the Tenure of Office Act was invalid from the
beginning. "In short," writes a recent biographer of
Johnson, "it is held to-day by the courts, and generally
agreed by historians, that nearly every particle of recon-
struction legislation after peace was restored was null and
void and that Andrew Johnson was correct in his veto
messages. It follows that the Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Amendments, so far as the southern states are concerned,
were adopted under compulsion and by means of illegal
statutes disfranchising whites and enfranchising blacks."
Johnson was broken for trying to win fair treatment for the
South, and to maintain the power of the Executive. He
helped defeat himself by his rashness and ill temper; but
public opinion in the North was against the conciliatory
policy, and it is not unlikely that Lincoln, had he lived,
would have been broken in the same cause. It is easier
for a Thaddeus Stevens to sink the public into bitterness
than for any man to lift it into reason.
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It would have been small consolation for the ruined
South to know that the Supreme Court, in the course of years,
would find the Reconstruction Acts unconstitutional. Mean-
while they were bitter realities, and they produced a state
of affairs such as no other civilized nation in Christendom
has forced upon a conquered enemy. The Constitutional
Conventions elected under the Congressional reconstruction
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